
 

 

WESTERVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL 2019-2020 COURSE REQUEST WORKSHEET 

  
 

Period Course Request (please circle your course selection for each course) 

Language Arts Language Arts 7                                      Advanced Language Arts 7 

Math                      Math 7                                                       Accelerated Math 7 

Science                      Science 7                                                     Advanced Science 7 

Social Studies Social Studies 7                                      Advanced Social Studies 7 

Music 
 

Band                              Choir                            Orchestra     
(Please prioritize 1, 2, 3 if selecting more than one)              

Lunch 
 

7th Grade 
Exploratory Courses 

 

 Art (semester) 

 Engineering and Design (semester) 

 Medical Detectives (quarter) 

 Health (quarter) 

 

Last Name: First Name:   Student ID#:    7 

This is a working document that students and families will use to plan their course requests for entry into PowerSchool. 
Once PowerSchool course requests are entered, you will receive a printed copy of your requests to confirm and sign. 



Westerville Middle School 7th Grade Scheduling Instructions 
2019-2020 School Year  

 

It is exciting to start planning for the 2019-2020 school year and it is time for our rising seventh 
graders to share course requests with our administrative and counselor team!    
 
Students will have an 8-period day during the 2019-2020 school year.  Seventh graders will have 
the opportunity to choose to enroll in advanced coursework and music elective options that fit 
their interests and post-secondary goals.  As you develop your requests, review your career 
interests and strengths in Naviance Student to help guide your conversations! 
 
Directions: Review the attached course descriptions and information guide on advanced and 
compacted coursework and draft your course requests on the back of this sheet.  Students will be 
asked to submit their course requests electronically in PowerSchool by Friday, April 19th. 
 
Students will receive a print out of the courses requested in PowerSchool to review and verify.  
Students will also have an opportunity to prioritize their elective requests at this time.  Please 
note that course sections are built upon staffing availability and course requests and not all 
requests may be scheduled.  
 
Class of 2025 Scheduling Timeline 
 

Tuesday, 
April 16th 

Rising 7th Grade Family Meeting 

 Learn more about elective options, advanced coursework, the scheduling 
process, and have an opportunity to connect with Mr. Gaddis and Mrs. 
Stock. 

Wednesday, 
April 17th 

Counselor Classroom Visits 

 Students review the scheduling worksheet with Mrs. Stock. 

Thursday, 
April 18th 

Students put in course requests to PowerSchool.  

Wednesday, 
April 24th 

Students receive a printed course request verification sheet to review with 
families and sign. 

Friday, 
April 26th 

Signed Course Verification Sheets due 

 
 
Questions? 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Stock with any questions you may have! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Westerville City Schools 7th Grade Course Descriptions  
2019-2020 School Year  

 
Language Arts 

Language Arts 7 

Language Arts 7 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for 
English Language Arts and includes four strands: 
reading, writing, speaking and listening, and 
language. Students work on developing skills in each 
of these areas in order to build a foundation for 
college and career readiness expectations. These 
skills include comprehension of literary and 
informational text, using evidence and reasoning to 
persuade and explain, building vocabulary, using 
correct grammar, and communicating through a 
variety of media. 

Advanced Language Arts 7 

Advanced Language Arts 7 follows the same scope and 
sequence as Language Arts 7, but instruction is 
differentiated to allow greater depth of study. Students 
should expect increased rigor and complexity in writing, 
reading, and discussion.  
 
Advanced English 7 asks students to... 

 Read texts that are complex, extensive, and/or 
above grade level.  

 Exhibit strong writing skills, including the ability 
to construct cohesive, multi-paragraph essays. 

 Formulate original ideas and effectively support 
ideas with evidence and reasoning. 

 Complete independent assignments and projects 
that demonstrate a complex understanding of 
content. 

 Demonstrate a willingness to problem-solve, take 
initiative in their learning, and take risks. 
 

 

Math 

Math 7 

Math 7 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for 
Mathematics. Students are provided experiences that 
allow them to construct and understand 
mathematical relationships and apply them in a 
variety of contexts. These relationships are the 
underlying concepts for higher level mathematics 
courses. Most students are able to make the greatest 
gains in mathematical achievement utilizing this 
format.  

 

Together with the learning standards, the Standards 
for Mathematical Practice (skills and processes) allow 
students to experience mathematics as a coherent, 
useful, and logical subject that makes use of their 
ability to make sense of problem situations. 

 

 

Accelerated Math 7 

Accelerated Math 7 covers both seventh and eighth 
grade standards as outlined in Ohio’s Learning 
Standards for Mathematics. It is an academically 
rigorous course that requires students to grasp and 
apply mathematical principles quickly.  

 

This course is appropriate for those students who not 
only do well in mathematics, but who can also see the 
relationships existing within mathematical concepts.  

 

Students who successfully complete this course will 
be prepared to enroll in 8th Grade Algebra 1 during 
8th grade.  

 

The two courses, Accelerated Math 7 and 8th Grade 
Algebra 1, compress three years of mathematics into 
two years. This course sequence places the student 
on a path to take Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus 
as a high school student. 

 

 

 

 



Science 

Science 7 
Science 7 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for Science 
and includes topics in Physical, Earth and Space, and Life 
Science. The course incorporates scientific practices such 
as inquiry, experimental design, the use of models, data 
analysis, critical thinking, and using evidence to construct 
and communicate explanations. Content addressed 
includes: (1) cycles and patterns of Earth and the moon 
(biogeochemical cycles, ocean and atmospheric currents, 
seasons and moon phases); (2) conservation of mass 
(organization and classification of matter and elements) 
and energy (transformations); and (3) cycles of matter 
and flow of energy (ecosystem processes, biomes, abiotic 
and biotic factors).  

Advanced Science 7 
Advanced Science 7 follows the same scope and sequence 
as Science 7. Students in Advanced Science 7 move at a 
faster pace in order to increase the breadth and depth of 
content learned (particularly in energy, electricity, 
chemistry and Earth science units), as well as provide 
additional opportunities for student choice and open 
inquiry.  
 
Added expectations include integration of technical 
writing and math skills, rigorous student-directed 
learning, and participation in investigative or research 
projects. Students should expect to spend additional time 
outside of class completing assignments.  

Social Studies 

Social Studies 7 
Social Studies 7 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for 
Social Studies. The course is an integrated study of 
world history, beginning with Ancient Greece and 
continuing through global exploration. Four social 
studies strands (history, geography, government, and 
economics) are used to illustrate how historic events 
are shaped by geographic, social, cultural, economic 
and political factors, and how ideas and events from 
the past have shaped the world today. Additionally, 
students develop an understanding of historical 
thinking and skills, civic participation, and geography. 
Students will analyze primary and secondary 
historical sources. Course topics include: early 
civilizations, spatial thinking, places and regions, 
human systems, roles and systems of government, 
economic decision making, scarcity, and markets. 

Advanced Social Studies 7 
Advanced Social Studies 7 follows the same scope and 
sequence as Social Studies 7.  Students should 
demonstrate a high level of interest in social studies and 
world history as a consideration in taking this 
course.  Coursework is designed to support higher levels 
of analysis and deeper levels of complexity in thought and 
connections within and between content.  
 

Students will: 
 Read pieces that are longer, above grade level, and 

more content specific while taking independent 
notes.  

 Engage in assignments that are student-directed 
independent work within and outside of the 
classroom.  

 Will be assessed for a deeper understanding of 
content that demonstrates an understanding 
beyond historical fact recollection.  

 Exhibit strong writing skills that show complex 
reasoning.  

 Write a free response answer consisting of an 
introduction (with thesis), a body and a concluding 
paragraph.  
 

Compacted Social Studies 7-8 
Compacted Social Studies 7-8 is a compacted social studies course that covers content for both 7th and 8th grade. 
This includes World History, Ancient Greece and Rome through Middle Age civilization, the early part of the First 
Global Age (Exploration and Discovery), and early American History from Exploration (1492) to Reconstruction (1877). 
This class is taught at a highly accelerated pace. Students who take this class should be self-motivated and need to be 
able to work independently outside of class at an accelerated pace.  District identified students who successfully 
complete this course will have the opportunity to take the Honors American History 9 course.  
 
Students will: 

 Incorporate both 7th and 8th grade advanced social studies expectations. 
 Develop complex persuasive and argumentative thesis referencing primary and secondary sources. 

 



 

Elective Course Options for 7th Grade Students 

Band During the 7th grade year, students continue to develop the individual skills acquired 
during the first year of study as well as beginning the development of ensemble skills. 
The focus is on group instruction in the full band experience. Students will work 
individually, in small groups, and large group. Individual progress remains an 
important goal. 

Choir Students will continue to explore and build on the foundations of choral 
singing.  Students will work on note reading, pitch, singing in unison, and exploring 
multiple part harmonies. Students will learn and perform a diverse range of musical 
literature. 

Orchestra Students in this class will work on advanced finger positions, shifting, and other skills 
that will further their playing experience. Students are encouraged to participate in 
small group ensembles. Music from various time periods and cultures are performed. 
This class is designed to prepare students for future orchestra experiences in middle 
and high school. 

 

7th Grade Exploratory Courses for all students 

Art In this course, students will continue to learn about and apply intermediate principles of 
design as they continue to develop their skills. While making their own artwork, the 
students will be introduced to artists who have worked in these areas.  This hands-on 
class enriches the students’ understanding of art as they explore art from history and 
from cultures different than their own.   

Engineering & Design This course uses two components of Project Lead the Way’s (PLTW) Gateway to 
Technology curriculum: Design and Modeling (DM) and Automation and Robotics 
(AR).  Students work on the design process and problem solving through 3D modeling 
software, laser engraving, vinyl cutting and robotics programming.  

Health This course emphasizes students’ current and future wellness through an examination 
of health-related concepts. Students will be provided an opportunity to develop the 
essential knowledge and skills needed to maintain an active and healthy life. 

Medical Detectives Medical Detectives’ students play the role of real-life medical detectives to explore 
the biomedical sciences through hands-on projects and labs that require students to 
solve a variety of medical mysteries. Students will participate in a variety of 
investigating activities related to forensics and medicine, including crime scene 
investigation, dissection of preserved specimens, diagnosis of infectious disease, and 
collecting experimental data. 

 


